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SUB J : PAKISTANI CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT, UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

1. GOP HAS INFORMED US THAT THEY WILL PRESENT GULAM ALI 
ALLANA FOR POST OF PRESIDENT, 31ST SESSION, UN HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION, TO BE HELD IN GENEVA FEBRUARY 3 - MARCH 10, 

1975. PAKS SOLICIT OUR SUPPORT FOR AT .LANA'S CANDIDACY. 

2. ALLANA, BORN ON AUGUST 22, 1906, IS A RETIRED KARACHI 
BUSINESSMAN. HE HAS BEEN PRESIDENT OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OF PAKISTAN ON TWO OCCASIONS. ELECTED TO WEST PAKISTAN 
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY IN 1955 AS MEMBER OF ALL PAKISTAN MUSLIM 
LEAGUE (ML), HE BECAME ML FINANCIAL SECRETARY AT TIME OF 
AYUB REVOLUTION IN 1958. ALLANA REPRESENTED PAKISTANI 
EMPLOYERS AT THE I.L. O. IN 1948 (THE FIRST TIME THAT PAKISTAN 
ATTENDED) AND SUBSEQUENTLY HE WAS ON I.L.O.'S BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS FROM 1948-1957 AND ON I.L.O.'S ASIAN ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE FROM 1957-1960. HE HAS ALSO SERVED ON THE PAKISTAN 
DELEGATION TO THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 1951, 1962, 1963 

AND HAS REPRESENTED PAKISTAN AT ECOSOC. HE REPRESENTED 
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PAKISTAN ON THE UNCHR IN 1974. 

3. ALLANA CURRENTLY DEVOTES HIMSELF TO LITERARY PURSUITS 
AS A POET AND AUTHOR. HIS LATEST WORK IS "THE WORLD WITH L", 

A VOLUME OF SPIRITUAL AND MYSTICAL POEMS. OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
INCLUDE "THE PAKISTAN MOVEMENT STRUGGLE" AND "OUR FREEDOM 
FIGHTS”. HE HAS GAINED NUMEROUS LITERARY AWARDS, AND IS A 
FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS, LONDON. ALLANA SPEAKS 
ENGLISH, URDU AND PERSIAN. HE IS A SINDHI AND AN ISMAILI. 

HE HAS TRAVELED EXTENSIVELY, INCLUDING THE U.S. ONE OF HIS 
THREE CHILDREN, PYARALI ALLANA, IS CURRENTLY SIND EDUCATION MIN- 
ISTER. ALLANA IS PERSONALLY KNOWN BY AT LEAST ONE MEMBER OF THE 
U.S. MISSION, CONSUL GENERAL TIGER, WHO HAS GOOD OPINION OF 
HIM. 

4. GOP TELLS US THAT PAKISTAN'S TERM ON HRC EXPIRES IN 

1976 AND AS ASIA'S TURN TO PROVIDE PRESIDENT FOR COMMISSION 
OCCURS THIS YEAR, THIS MAY BE ONLY CHANCE IN SOME TIME 
FOR A PAKISTANI TO SERVE IN ROLE. THEY ALSO POINT OUT THAT 
AN INDIAN HAS ALREADY DONE SO. 

5. RECOMMENDATION: GIVEN ALLANA'S EXPERIENCE WITH INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND HIS OTHER CREDENTIALS, EMBASSY 
CONSIDERS HIM A REASONABLE CHOICE AND URGES THAT DEPARTMENT 
GIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO HIS CANDIDACY. 

BYROADE 
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